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May 15, 2007

RE: Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45

TPUC Project No. 25787 - FCC Leﬁem Regarding ETC Designation Pursuant to
FTA ’96 § 214(e) (2) ' :

TPUC Docket No j pphcatlon of NSN Wireless, L.P. for Designation as
. an Ellglble ’Teleco‘ ,umcatlons Carrier (ETC), and for Designation as an
Ehglble Telecommunlcatlons Provader (ETP)

Pursuant to Section 214(e) (2) of the:"Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the

“Act”) and 47 C.E.R. sections 54.201 — 54.203, the Texas Public Utility Commission

| \ © (TPUC) has"granted»zeligifble telecommunications carrier (ETC) designation to NSN Wireless,
L.P.‘(NSN). The attached Order No. 3, Doc}ket No. 33395, issued on Aprii 23, 2007 grants

_ NSN ETC designation in various wire centers where AT&T Texas or Verizon Southwest

(Vetizon) is the incumbent provider, as shown in Exhibit 1 of NSN’s application. Both

;;_ o "AT&T Texas and Verizoh are non-rural mcumbent local exchange carriers (IhECs)

o o : List ABch ies regy \&
. If; geune%r *eran}gzaddltlonal mforrhatlon please call- Rlck Talbot at =7257.
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Smcerely,

- 'S
L“% \
‘Rlck Talbot Policy Analyst
ruComm\lmcai:lon Industry Oversight Division - Texas Public Utility Commission
I&’ Y (
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PROJECT NO. 33935

APPLICATION'OF NSN WIRELESS ‘lﬂ'ﬁ. ‘- §  PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION
FOR DESIGNATION AS ANELIGIBLE ; §

TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER = § OF TEXAS

AND ELIGIBLE g .

TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDER §

. ORDER NO. 4
~ NOTICE OF APPROVAL FOR DESIGNATION AS
AN’ ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS CARRIER AND
ELIGIBLE TELECOMMUNICATIONS PROVIDER -

PR
1

On March 2, 2007, NSN Wireless, L. P (NSN or the Company) ﬁle&: co'\&bm%l
application for dleslgnatlon as an ehglble telecommunications carrier (ETC) mﬁsuﬂ 037
U.S.C. § 214(e) and P.U.C. SuUBST. R. 26.418, and designation as an ehglble telecommgmatlgns
provnder (ETP) pursuant to P.U.C. SUBST..R. 26.417. NSN also requested a waiver APUC.

" SuBST. R. 26. 417(c)(1)(A) so that its ETP apphcatlon could be processed s1multaneously with its
ETC application. NSN seeks ETC and ETP desngnatlon in various wire centers where AT&T
Texas or Verizon Southwest (Verizon) is the incumbent provider, as shown in Exhibit 1 of

- NSN’s application. Both AT&T Texas and Verizon are non-rural incumbent local exchange
carriers (ILECs). '
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Procedural History " hy

-

- o 2., ihe Cominssion issusd Onder No. 1 %p}g proceediiig, which established a procedural
schedule, including deadlines’for comment, motions to intervene, and publication of notice in the
Texas: Register. Nouce was pubhshed in: the Teias' Reg:sier ‘o‘n March 16, 2007. The Applicant
provxded a-copy of thé application to the Ofﬁce of Pﬁ‘bhc Utlllty Counsel at the time of filing.
Pursuant to P.U.C. SussT. R. 26. 417(t)(2)(A)(1) and 26.418(g)}2)(A)(i), the effective date shall
be no earlier than 30, days after the ﬁlmg date of the application or 30 days after notice is .
completed whlchever is later. Hoyvever, on April 10, 2007, the Pubhc Utlhty Commission of

* exas (Commmission) Staff (Staff)- recommended"that NSN"$ application be demed or alternately
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NSN be given additional opportumty to clanfy how it intends to fulfill the requlrements of
P.U.C. SussT. R. 26.418(c)(1) and 47 C F. R. §54. 201(d)(l) to prov1de services “either using its

own facilities or a combination of its own facllmes and resale of another carrier’s services” in

light of the TRRO.' Order No. 3, ﬁled @pnl ll,‘ 2007, deemed the application incomplete,
allowing ﬁme for the Applicant to file clari;ﬁcatiqq, and indeﬁhitely extended the effective date.
On April 11,2007, NSN filed an amendment to its application clarifying how it intends to fulfill
the requirements, satisfying Staff’s 1ssuesW1th the Application.

No objection, comment, -or motic:ims to 'intervene were ﬁlei and no hearing was
requested. P.U. C SUBST R. 26. 417(t)(2)(A) and 23.418(gX(2XA) provide that apphcatlons for
ETC/ETP des1gnat|on may be rev1ewed admmlstratlvely

On Apnl&1l9 2007, Coﬁmxssxon Staff (Staff) filed a revised recommendation for approval
of ETC and'ETP’§tatus for NSN based on the followmg

Desigmmon as Eliglblc Telecommunlcaﬁons Carrier

To qualify for ETC status, a-carrier must meet four ccmditions:2

1. The carrier must be: & éominoﬁ ‘carrier, as that term is defined by the Federal
Telecommiunications Act of: 1996 (FTA), Section 3(10).

. D e The carner must offer therfollgvmg services (requisite semces), using its own
p ” ' faclhﬁﬁles or af‘ mbmgg,on 'of;,;_ rown faé‘lhtlesuandiiﬁe ‘tesaleGf another carrier’s
K ) “Serihces x L oh o e '. R
‘@).... \voweugmd,e accessgtg t;{e pq_];]}g Sw!tqhe@network;
®) local ldfage;

1oee " H . : s~

'”,‘M .

] Order fom Remand, ln the Malter of Unbundled Accesa to'Network Elements Review of the Sec}ion 251 Unbundling

U‘J

¢x - . Obligatio lncumbem Local ‘Exchange Carners. WC Docket No: 04-313; CC Docket No. 01-338; FCC 04-290 (rel. Feb,
© St

2 41 GF R. § 54. 201(b)-(d) (2001).
3 /1CER.§ 54‘«10l (2001)
" #47CFR.§ 54 20| (200!)
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(c)  dual tone multi ﬁ'eq 1 : . sngnalmg or its functional eqmvalent,
(d) single party servicetor ;MOMI equivalent;’
‘(e) access to emergency servncw, including such services as 911 or enhanced
o11;
® access to operator mus,
(8) accessto intere)gchangé service;
(h)  access to directory assistance; and :
(i)  toll blocking for quahfymg low income customers, and
() toll control for quahfymg low-income customers.
“3, . Thé carrier must adveitise the avasnlablhty of and charges for the requisite services
_ inamedia of general distribution.

4. The carrier must provide Llfehne and Link Up support, and may not collect a
depsit from a custonier receiving such support if the customer also elects toll
blockmg \ :

NSN meets all of the above criteria.' Specifically regarding its offering of services using

its own facilities or,a combination of’ ~it§ﬂ_gm§1:t facilities and the resale of another carrier’s services,
NSN will use local loop and ‘crosg—got:megt Unbundled Network Elements (UNEs), in
conjunction with its own or leased soft switches. NSN Lifeline and Link-Up tariffs arc on file
with the Commission. : ] |

NSN has not requmted any waivers of FCC reqmrements NSN commits to offer toll

hmltatlon services in accordance with 47; CeF R. §§ 54. 400 and 54.401. . ¢
t > A'I:'&T, Texas and Vepzon servethc exchanga for which NSN requests USF support.
_ Neithers ATET Texas n'ér:\,zeﬁzxsn is ' rugal catfiet.
Staff stated. that-INSN - meets all of the:: reqmrements established by the FCC for
.,  designation.as an, ETC.
¥ 1 ]
i U
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Designation as Eligible Teleconunumcatians Provider

P.U.C. SussT. R. 26.41 7(t)(l)(B)(1)(_I) reqmrescamers applying for ETP status to meet
the definition of a local exchanige carrier (LEC) as defined in PURA §51.002 (10). NSN meets
this definition. . -

P.U.C. SUBST. R. 26.417(f)(1 XB)iX1I)requires carriers applying for ETP;status to show
that they have been granted ETC status for federal universal service support pursuant to U.S.C.
§214(e). ETP and ETC designations are .being handled concurrently in this consolidated docket.

P.U.C. SuBsT. R. 26. 417(t)(1)(B)(1)(Ill) reqmres carriers to speclfy the Texas High Cost
Universal Service Rlan (THCUSP) or small or rural ILEC service area in which they propose to

be an ETP. NSN specifies AT&T Texas and Verizon wire centers, which are THCUSP service

P U C. SussT. R. 26 417(t)(l)(B)(1)(lll) requm Applicants for ETP status to show that
they offer the desngnated semces deﬁned ln P U C SussT. R. 26.403 throughout the THCUSP

or small and rural ILEC service area for wlnch ‘the carriers seek ETP status. ‘The designated
services required for ETP status are:

—
.

flat rate, smgle party residential and busmess local exchange telephone service,
mclnrdn%é primiry directory hstmgs
tone dlalmg service; ‘.
. v ackess: t0, operator it
‘access to, dlrecto \Mkiﬁ semces
access to 911 service wh%n provxded bi“local?émhonty, :
dual: partyerelay servicé; - -
iabﬂlty th-iepottservice.problems seven days aweek;"
avallablhty oﬁannual local directory;
-access to‘tollfsemm, and -
0. lifeline and'link up services;

= OEENANDWDN

P.U.C. SuBsT. R: 26.417(@(-1)(13')(-1;)(111) also requires applicants to assume the obligation

to provide the §ei'vicesdrequired'unde'r'lP.UfC. SuBsT. R. 26:403 to any customer. NSN states that

it meets and assumes the responsibility io Qﬁfénﬁt}';p basic services defined in P.U.C. SuBST.
R.26:403 to all custoriiers throughout the areas for which its seeks ETP designation.
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" P.U.C. SupsT. R. 26.417(t)(l)(B)(i)¢V) requires that applicants show they offer the
designated services through a means other than total service resale. NSN offers services through

the use of its facilities and purchased unbundled network elements, and therefore meets tlns
requirement.

P.U.C. SuBsT. R. 26.417(f)(1)(B)i)(V) - (V1) requires applicants to show that they have
offered continuous service that meets the quality of service standards in P.U.C. SuBST. R. 26.52 -
26.54, and that they offer Lifeline 'and Linfi:—'Up services in compliance with P,U.C. SUBST.
R.26.412. NSN meets these requirements. P.U.C. SuBsT. R. 26.417(f)(1}B)(i}(VII) requires
applicants to advertise the availability of, and charge;; for, the designated services using media of
general distribution. NSN commits to meetinig this requii'ement.

NSN has also committed to offering the required designated services at a rate not to

exceed 150 percent of the ILEC’s tariffed rate in the same designated areas pursuant to the
requirements of P.U.C. SuBsT. R. 26 4l7(c)(l)(B)

Staff stated that NSN meets the requirements established by P.U.C. SubsT. R. 26.417 for .
designation as an ETP.

Ordering.Paragraph

In accordance with Staff’s recommendatnon and for all the reasons stated tﬁemim NSN’s
application for ETC and ETP designation is APPROVED, as amended.

SIGNED AT AUSTIN, TEXAS the 23’ day.of- April 2007,

"PUBLIC UTILITY COMMISSION OF TEXAS






